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IN CONGRESS OF THE U, STATES.
Thirty-Vire Congress—First Bresion
" TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1550,
SENATE.
MEMORIALE AND
iatioss

STE o ition of Eliza M
nh-glﬁ o Dlary Saith, asking indemnity
ior French apol prior »

10 1800 ; which was
» arose, lanation of
an error m#eﬁlﬁlr'l'nﬁ Mh"-::r , in rela-
m'&a' h'wmm'ui: ﬁ
ona,

v ive him to
e, ST L

together, & matter of proof
. -ﬂ'?muwm. 1L was of the

w from Yermont, [Mr Ursian,] chair-
"ommiltee on Revolutionary Claims. Ata
. of the session, | find,

w

agreel {0, The honorable sevator,
' commiltee, has no objections 1o its
e i
npon facts, within.
(it oy s gt B b T
e wia s huve 2 oppor 10 be heard
would senalor rmont to stale
e his own recollection om'l l‘:r.u of the uu.m
M. 1 the bonor of ing that report,

al .F(ﬂmuoﬁam&;:dmudm&
;-:l-la 1 senator ujpon me,
me | o oppose its adoption,"proposing 1o
me, when it should mogi‘:'n’:e“m it ﬂﬂ‘:_lld ﬁ Pwn‘ed.
lInl-l-bipchli:_lhmld have 10 objection w
passing it by until a subsequent occasion . It was §
: lyhn no re_c.ulltec-irm that the question was
called up during the session, i 1t was 1aken up, it was
L not present; for it | had been present, I
¥ uested that it should be passed by in or-
:;’p:mh ““P:' [ s f t?"' nlrl&qh:n
i it. It appears from the record ihat
the "mmaup and agreed to, though not voted
Dby him or by me, o ihat | am convineed that it
ave been in our absence. I have no objection 1o
‘course proposed by the senator from Tennessee,
ordered to be referred to
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-
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papers were accordungly

1l on Revolutionary Claims.
DA BEWARD prescnted s petition of J. Sidney Hen. | "ble, and

<haw, late a r
ing lo be allowed the three uanlht'nry
X officers ; which, aller a word eﬁphuﬂu by
Mr. 8, was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.
Me. S, also presented a memorial of Wm, W. Smith,
and other Nﬁhun:‘{:frlhe Eul_le_d Suleila,lukmg ll:pl pro-
VIsIOn m or otaining certain im, nt sta-
tiui.iulmmuim i e

of mathematics in the navy, ask.
dis-

in eonnexion with the census of
1530 which was referred 10 th® select committee on the
census.

Mr. 8. also presented the memorial of the heirs of
Joseph Mussi, asking indemnity for French spoliations
prior 101600 ; which was ordered 1o lie op the table.

“Mr. GREENE nted the petition of Marie Mason,
Ei&oﬁ of Milo

ason, late an officer 1 the army of the
nited States, aski o

i
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‘and the practice has been, in the

10 be allowed certain me&m;uof the
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Ovdered, That the memesiul of the of 1he Crovk '
nation be referred w the Commimes 02 lodian Affaio. ‘
On motion by Mr. CORWIN

O-dered, That the memorial .uhn alminktrator of Win,
A. Blegam, o}lln of the Sennw, be relerred W the
Commitwee on Foreigu

M Umu;-ue: e v ai
I lt’?ﬂﬂ_ and resolutions
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of a of agriculture in the Depart-

t of the Interior at ; which were referred

Committee on and ordered to be

;ﬁéi

presentatives of the State of Vermant,
e of their opinion of the powers conferred on
the constitution of the United States, and
ves of that State
mmm‘?ﬁ'&
tives of the

i of
it exelud:
thereirom, e for crime;

to have printed for the use of the

Mr. MANGUM moved that the motion to receive the
resolutions be laid uj m. 8
Mr. HA

i
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requesting ihe
use exertion for

teriilorial governments, with a
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to receive such documents and print them without objec-

ton.

Mr. DAWSON remarked that the resolutions presented
by the senator had already been printed, and were upon
tlie tables of senators.

Mr. UPHAM replied that they had been printed in the
other House, and without ohg:lum.
Mr. KING. T will state that the practice has been,
that whenever resolulions or me Is are pr !
here, if the Chair has any expeciation ol any objection
on the part of uny senator 1o their reception, for the Chair
to ask whether they should be received. It is parlia-
mentary usage and law, that no paper can be received
without the ¢oasent of the body to which it is present-
ed; and it becomes the Juty of the presiding officer,
when he knows that there is any objseetinn to the m;r
tion of a paper, t9 put the question, Sball it be received ’
case of memanals on
this subject, heretofore, to move to lay them upon the
and, to lay them upon the table. “When, however,
resolutions are sent Lo us by sister States, it has been the
ice, out of respect to them, to move 1o lay them upon
he table, and order them to be printed, L
Thie yeas and rays upon the motion to lay the motion
to receive on the table were here orcered.
Mr. PHELPS. Mr, President,— HE
Mr. HALE. That question is not debatable—is it ;
Mr. PHELPS. Cenainly not. | arose simply to say,
as il is a question of onler, as to the dispoaition of these

memorials, that 1 think the b rom

[Mr. Kino] is right. As | understand the practice, it
bas usual to ive all sach resol and to
order them Lo be

inted.
Mr. MANGUM.  Will the senator yield the floor?
Mr. PHELPS, Certainly ; with pleasure.
Mr. MANGUM, | wisi to say that the staiements of
senator from A do not accord with what was

due late b L ¥
f;’;-u-f‘ him in the mﬁ: service ; which was onder-
ed to be ed 1o the mittee on Military Affairs.
DOWNS presented the memorial of L. E. L A.
Lawson, daughter and heir of Eleazer W. Ripley, asking
the payment of & verdict rendered in favor of ber late
father in a suit iestituied aganinst bim by the Uaited
Siates; which wes refered to the Committee on the Ju-

d -

WMN presented the petition of the repre-
ive of John M. Buit, and the memorial of Nathan-

iel president of the Manne Insurance Compa.

ny of Alexandria, asking inlemaity for French spolia-

tions prior to 1500; which were ordered to lie on the

. M. also presented the memorial of }I;re prﬂide

my ion of the settled practice of the last twelve or

ll.lonlyu;:-uud resolutions passed by the senate | 1

A0 et a5 5t 52 2o

-ﬂu. el his surprise atthe objection to re-
uivingmuﬁm:n':lnl n soversign State. ”l:lw:u usul
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kind, oppose the print-
wish these demonstrations to
“:.‘h:ni:‘ which tbey send them
in any form in which

hem.

upon_ one of 1wo
up, but I believe [ have met it ina
on; [ have met it in a manner indica-

xﬂl awnmhwlhem 'm:{lh o:‘yh; h;h'::ll
never sul an er
With respect to these utions, Ih{umly:‘worl
of this country, but it has
arrested the .mﬁ.%'r the world at 1.22' It is & sub-
ject upon which any people and every people are at lib-
erty to express their opinions. Itisa 1 question of
moral action—a great question of political action. I hold
it therefore to be right, sir, that all parsons, at all times,
should iberty to express their opinions upoa it.

at
The State of Vermont should have liberty to express her | th

opinions. The senator from Florida is at liberty 1o ex-
press his opinions. Tt is the ** great absorbing question
of the day,” as it has been called; and of colirse every
portion of this country is at liberty to express its opinions
upon it. I may here remark, that when the legislatare of
inj" nwnu'.;hlti‘ d!xpmund “'ff,f. um!'une.nt:] in these reso.
utions, they did not elﬁaet t any peculiar importance
would be atached to them—ihat th{y would ree‘:ive the
concurrence and sanction of the Senate. did not
think of it.  As | have remarked, | bave avoided all irri-
tating discu poi'uhin bject of slavery. I deprecate
T

the | form, with no

racied | dueed

5 A

uesting her represen her senators,
mmumnqwmiq them before their respective

houses,

The other day the senator from Missouri [Mr. Ares-
sox] introduced a series of resolutions precisely in
i ution direeting them to lay them be-
fore the s but mulgi i :'llu_ir vul".lg
instructing seniiors uesting their represents
B S AT e = ek

we. if the
there wﬂ%“ nd a series of resolutions v
5 »or = )
legislatures of the Siates sent instructions to their sena-
tors, and where they requested them 1o lay those resolu-
tions before their respective houses. It is never done;
and [ do not believe a precedent can be found for it
These resoluiions, therefore, are in the form of all the
resolutions which have come here, at least within the six
years during which | have had the honor of a seal npon

is floor.

The resolutions of the State of Virginia that came here
Inst year, sccomphnied by elaboraie speeches—resolu-
tions’ not only speaking upon the subject of slavery, but
threatening a dissplution ol the Union, if ceriain measures
of legisiation proposed should be consummated these
resolutions were in this form precisely. . :

I have no disposition, sir, to go into the discussion of
1he main question upon this mﬁugml ssue. We have
an opportunity almost every week'in the session of meet.
1‘? 1 e&u. fairly, and frankly, and approj S‘t;n |
‘_‘uulrp t'rimm\ expressed by the senator from th

u
it upon both sides, egret much that this subject cannot
be disposed of by the South and the North in a_spirit of
conciliation, harmony, and good feeling. I wish now it
was settled, and settled forever. :

It is in this way, and this only, that the subject
can be disposed of. Irritation, pruvoeation, offensive
languaze, do mischiel and mischiel only. I am dis-

upoa every hour

posed to meet it as a great lhwrb‘i:?‘jum. whieh, in |’

the din:tn?e of my duties, | am
to meet. Now, sir, | meet this subjeet, and how do
meet it?  As respects this question, so far as it is a_sub-
ject of legislation—1his question of slavery in relation to
the territories, and in relution to the District—it is a pure
question of policy, to be settled by us in our discre-

1| will be afraid

1 o [Mr. Buriee.] | thiok he isright in nyin&
that the opinions of the North upon this guestion shoul

be known and thoroughly understood. The slavebold-
ing States desire to know what the free States think upon
the suhject, what opinion they have forined, and whether
or not they are determined, so far as they can constitn-
tionllly. 10 carry out that az:uiou in the legislative ac-
tion of the country. Let that opinion be expressed free-
Iy and frankly, 1i it 1s erroneous, | trust that no one
3 hat it, tors wish lo argue—
if they are not fearful of argument—the North are wil-
ling to meet them boldly here or elsewhere. 1 hope,
then, sir, that there will be no attempt to bring up
a discussion upon (hese 1esolulions, because the

tion. If we think this institution is not calculated
to promote the progperity of the Territories—if we
think it is mischievous in its character in this Dis-
trict—it is our duty, as wise legislators, fo put our
hands upon the statute-book, and te blot it out. It
is n great question of policy to be settled by us, and

not one of feelings of mutual crimination; it is a
greal question 1o discussed in a calin and dispas-
1 I do not like this agitation. 1 have

fourteen years. 1f that is the view of the | hle sen-
ator, [ have no objection, and | withdraw my motion.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is upon the
motion to print, there being no objection to the reception
of the resolutions, ; F ol
Mr. YULEE. 1 Jdesire 1o say, sir, as the resolutions
have been received, as | understand, and as the motion
now under considerstion is that of priating them, that
whatever may have been the practice of the Senale,
and whalever may be the disposition of the gentlemen
who have conformed 1o that practice, | shall feel itin-
cumbent upon me 1o act in ihis case a3 | did in the case,
atthe last ion, of the | from the State of
New Yerk. | then took the ground, sir, that although it
r.i;ht be proper lo receive and l_:rntlpnu the table reso-

Wﬁ AR F or e o it

¥ own, ing n renewal of the charter of sail

w.ng; which was relerred 10 the Committee on the
airict o Columbia. -

M:r. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Sarah
Sancw, and the memonal u; l:::hh:::l of Jabez Hunting-

asking indemoity los Fre ations prior o 1500;
mwuuﬁad 10 lie on the table.

Mr. DICKINSON proseated the memorial of the ad-
migistrtor of Wm. Woodworth, pateatee of a planing
mackine, asking the renewal of bis patent ; which was
refeired 1o the Commities on Patents and the Patent

Utfice
Me. D. also presented the memorial of Jas. Robertson,
ql:nin-t"tlimnfuﬂliue es made against
him of threatening with violence a member of the United
States Senwte, and redress for illegal imprisonment ;
relerred to the Committee of Claims.
4 presented the memorial of G

ing from the legislature of a sovereign
State, it was not incumbent upon us—and certainly I |
shall not conceive it to be incumbent upon me—to give
dignity to the proceeding by agreeing 10 the printing of
resolutions which use lauguage opprobrious and offen-
sive to the citeens of the State whicn | represent, and to
a large portion of the citizens of this country—even more
otfensive, more violenl, more robrious, 1o the sister
States of Vermont thas any ulions ever presented

this body before. i
Let me read the first resolution : ’
Resolved by the Semate and Howse of Reprosentatioes, That
slavery is m crime agniost bomanity, amd a sore evil i Lae
bady palitic, that was excused by wie lramers of the federa!
conmiation as & erime eotailed upan the coaniry by their
4 X ! 1 solely as a thing of inexorable

necosity.
Now, sir, slavery is an institution which the people |

A usking compensation for sevices in rai ng
izi lh?wtun”&i farmaked byl.hcul.ul::?

the Committee on Military Affuirs. :

Mr. STURGEON jpresented the memorial of Nancy
Knrm. widow Jn revolutionary soldier, asking 10
be allowed & back pension; which was referred 10 the
Comumitiee on Pension

on Ly

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition from certain
citimens of Kentucky; which, being short, he sail he
would read to the Seoate. It was as follows :

PETITION FOR PEACE

To the howarable Semate of the United Srates

Tue undersigned, citizens of Allen coanty, ia the dite of
¥y, de ng the manifld avils of war, and believ-
ing It ibie 1o supersede, in mont cases, it nleged ne
cet ity, by the timely adoption o wise and 1-asibie substi-
iates, reapsctinlly request your booorabld Lody o take such

i

Mexican war; which was referred to | of Vi

1o maintam within their limits, and
which bas bguﬂ“ ‘i;y the ion m by the
government in tl ave engaged, wi :
ermont, now mdihu:ytbm resolations. | believe,
Mr. President, that il we periait offensive language 1o be
used by the States of this Union with respect 1o each
other, and to be received by this body, and if we give it
our countenance, our sanction, and our aid, so fur us that
silent acquiescence goes, to the continuance and repeti-
tiow of such langwage of erimination and recrimination
between the Siates—if we permit and sanciion the con-
tinuance of irritaion between the Stales, it mu t lead
ey Ily to much d to the | . con-
tinuanee of this Union. :
s"l'lnl! resolutions, sir, are not commaunicated to the |

nale

uons W their senators and ntatives; and it will be |
found, I think, that it was uot antil the last session that
the t was ever sel of presenting 1o this body
not add

|

nction as you may deem best (o favor of sugp d ar

0 the tatives and senalors, and intended for in-

bitration, or & of nations, lor the aceompl ut
of this most desirable end.
Dec., A. D. 18498
I:.:'T.“u::d_qhﬂ he entirely agreed with the senti-
ments pelilioners. :
I'be petition was referred to the Commitiee oa Foreign 'I
Relations, e ! |
Mr. DAYTON presented the petition of Francis A |

Stockton, & purser in ll‘hc navy, -;‘in. the mu;“l

apended b 1c acconn
::ﬂl:lﬂp‘nl. i::r- ile on board the United
States ship 8. Lawrence; which was referred to the
Committes on Naval Affairs.

Me. D also presented a_memorial from the same, ask-
ing 10 be released from liability for a sum of money lost
in consequence of the failure of the bank in which it
-n:dﬁnqd: which was referred 10 the Committee on
N Bairs.

‘I:. 6 also pnl:l'iw. from the n;:drn_e. . m ask-
; yment of money expended in pu
ples for blic service ; which was referred m'&'

Urh-ormul Affuirs. a
. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the heirs
of James Cox, decensed, asking indemnity for French

: pinrlulm;'uhiﬂmudu to lie on the
ta

. DODGE ol lowa presented a petition of eitizens of
Madison and coanties, in that State, asking the

of & mml roote from Fort Des Moines o
and & mail route from Witerset, in lowa,
oA : which was referred 1o the Commit-
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads.
ll:bsu‘ll'l'!_i pul-ﬂl a petition of _ﬂlflﬂﬂ' of R}ndﬂ-
port, freat, as an appropriation for the um-
nmu:.:l’ the :lﬂu:t‘ll that place ; which wus re-
M ';n‘.l:o‘ lno:. petition of Frances . Gardi
; i . (Gardie
m.'llidmt ualul'u'lhu-!.wlwmhll'udm

batile, asking to be allowed & ; which was re.
ferred © the Eﬂnmuu on Miliary mm‘
. Mr. 8 aleo the jon ol Frances Fowler,

widow of an officer in the army who died in service, ask-
" lpl:ﬁ':: which was reierred 10 the Commitiee on

IS,
motion by Me. MASON,

, That tho petitos of Natdioiel Koy leadad, on
the of the Seante, bo referred to the Commitiee oo the
Fost Uiflee and Post Hoals

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON,

Ordered, That the potition ol the heirs of Lobert Sewal',
an the files of ihe Senate, e referred 1o the Commitiee of
Claiome.

On motion by Mr. BENTON,
Ovdared, Thut the petiuon of Thomas Allen, he files
the Banate, be nag.d o the t‘.c;.“n‘:mmu:f (‘;“hl‘mu.

0 motion by M. DODGE of lowa,

i

of

s ot PO S L T
oby [} ha L, erredd b
m':'k.-lm :nﬂinn Land Chakm s

On motiea by Mr. BRIGHT, e

Ovdgred, That the dovoments . ol tha Senate,
el elvim of Gaonliel wor and bis sar:
:nm:a‘:m‘am-&d .’u. T o o

structions to them alone. Now, sir, althoagh | am wil-
ling, whea lh‘i‘ml them, to_receive them, and
l.. A,

10| pesalutions !

avoided it ; I have stadionsly kept myself oat of the way
of it, for the reason that discussion has not been con-
ducted, let me say, in the best manner.

Nuw, with regard to these resolutions, what are they ?
They are the expression of sentiment ot the people
of my own State. y As such they are offered here, and ?nr
nothing more.  We ask that they be received, as the ex-
pression of the Spm:un ol any other Stale has been re.
ceived by na. ¥ ¢

has been acec hy com €0 ¥ 1o every expres-
sion of upon simil bjects coming from a sov-
ereign State.

But gentlemen will excuse me if [ add, aftér what has
heen said, that these resolntions express the opintons of
the civilized world. They arfe the sewtiments, [ say, of
the eivilized world upoa lgi.l subject; and instead of be-
ing made the subject of leprwlh here, they should be
trealed as the sentiments of the civilized world—as the
sentiments of the age in which we live. .

What are these resolutions? Do they ask for inter-
ference in the domestic coneerns of any of the States?
No, sir. They call upon Congress to do ils duty where
it has the power. They propose not to meddle with tie
internal pohicy of any State; but they call upon us, where
we possess the power, to perform our duty—that duty 1o
which we are called, | belicve, by the universal senti-
ment of the civilized world, with the exception of those
portions of it whete the peculiar institution prevails.

Having said thus muc’, | thiok it my duty to say that no
man—no man—is moreaverse 1o an officions intermeddling
with the affairs of our sister than [ am. 1 leave
them with their institations. [ leave them to e their
institations in their own way. [ will not lift a finger 1o
disturh them in the regulation of their own concermns.
But, #ir, on this great question, when it is approved on
the one hand, and when it is disapproved on the other,
and when the question is raised whether this institution
shall be coextensive with our possessions—when the
question is raised whether it shall be extended the world
over, if our power covers the world—then | shall fo.low
the dictutes of my own judgment and of my awn con-
seience, say, whers it now exisls, let it be; bul

where it does not exist, let it not be carried. Sach ace |

my opinions, sir. .

Mr. BERRIEN. [ cannot acquiesce in thé views en-
tertained I}y my friend from South Carolina, [Mr, Bur.
LEx,] and [desire 10 suggest 1o him wnd W the Senate,

the legislature of Vermont: they are instruc- | the view in which this subject is presented to my mind | mont, ;
respectinl to isell 10 use language of this kind 10|p

| am quite disposed 10 adhere Lo the usage of the Senate
in the respect which is pail to the ecommaunications of the
sovereign Swutes of this Union, addiessed 10 this body

d 10 the Senale, but directed only | Byt that is not the character of the resolations which | is nmi jor us 1o correct it in any form.
1, [Me= | in indivul "
s | let them be printed. Itis due 10 ourselves—it is due to the
which are | Stales—that whatever is presented from them should be

have been ted by the tor from Vi &
Urnan.] | do not n;tpo]:. myself, the yrinting of 1
ol 1 li timents whi

lay them apon as an ey to the 8
the awthority under which those senators act, and ac-
enrding to which they ecast their voles, yet we are not
called upon 1o do that which we are not bound 1o
Weare not called upon to give digaity 1o them b _o&l:i

of | ing them to be printed. At all events, as an indiv

representing a State whose institutions are thus de- |
nounced by the sister State of Yermont, as il is the onli |
means by which [ can mark my reprehension of such |
language, | shall vota—if | vote alone—agaiust the |

printing. f ] §

Mr, BUTLER oltained the floor, bul gave way to the
reading of the resolutions, which were read as follows: |

Reva'ved by the Seaate and Howse of B presemtatives, Tin: |
slavery (o n crime againe hasianiiy, and a sow ovil in the H
body politic, that was excussd by the fmomers of tho fedaral |
consitution as a erime eatailed apon the country by their |
pradesensors, aoid tolerated sole'y as a thing of inexorable |
necessity. g

Revolved, That the sa-ea'lel “eompromises of the consti- |
ration™ pos { the fudetnl goveeument from inteiler i
sace wiith Jlavery only o the Sustos In which it then ex |
istmd, and from - torfermace with the slavn trade only form |
limitod time, whioh b loag sinoe expired ; and tha the |
powers conferred w Concrant by the ooostitation to sup-

#s the slave 1 o regolate commerce betwoen ne
Rrates, 10 gorern ton Terrisaties, and 10 admit new Siaws—
powers eonforred with an exprass inesatiod “5n form
more parfe 1 waon, esmblish jue ioe, ingure domostio tran- |
qulity, pravids hor ise eommon delense, promos Lhe gend
ral welfare, nod sechre the blessingof hibanyg (o ours:lvos
aud our posterity™ —mav all right'ully be used 82 88 10 pre
ven' the exwn-ion of siavery into territory now e, and 1o
abolish slavwry and the Mave rrade wherever eliher exiits |
ander the jarisdiotion of Congress, .

R rolved, That our senntors and representatives in Con-
grees be reqamted o rasist by al and avery conatitational
marns L FXWees 00 of shivery o any manser, winther by
the anncystion to stavebiolding Texas of territory now
iree, of by the sdimission 10 thie Unbon of territoy aire
mouired, or whioh may be hergafter woquired, without
ap express prohibition M,-hﬂry. sithar in (ue constitution
of saci new Srate asking admission, or ia the act of Con.
s p ing for suah ad on J
Rews'ved, futher, That our and rey tives in |

o recpissted 1o sugport every just and prodes
mensire for the egclasion of slavery lrum the L rios ol
Osambia ; for tho entire suppresdon of the slave trade oo
thve bigh seas aod wharever oo Congress has jarisdieion;
and Wlﬂ.}’ ta reliave the fedeml guvernmeni from sll re-
r-mlbml! or the exidencs, maintensies, or tolerane s 0
o OF the traflie in viaves,

el g

» That our senators in Congress be in-

veu requenied, to wee their ex-
srtions for the sperdy organization of a terrional govern:
ment for New Mexioo snd Califarnin, with a provision for
aver excluding Inveluntary secvitnde, excopt for erime,

‘.i.:dul'. That the r b:' rr'qu-;n-l to lnrnim
of 0 ol o sBIntrs
mw'.:ﬂ:‘?'*“ sud toths govemor of eack

I shall vote for the
k, in

4 and expressed by the legislature of Yermon!.
They are free, so far as any objection of mine is coacerned,
to entertain and to express their senti isin the

ask nothing more than that which|

n
leg of t did not mstruet their senators 1o in-
troduce them here, since such instructions have never been

given. The NS are itted by the ive
10 the tors and rep tives, and they are accom-
panied by & letter from the executive directling them (o

receive the resolutions; whether that letter has ever re-
quired them 1o lay thein before the Senate, | do not recol-
iect. | do not know that there has ever been a case
where there wera such instructions.

A Sexaror, The ts are both ways.

Mr. UPHAM, The senator from North Carolina says
that the precedents are both wa This, however, [ can

say, that the resolations | have in my hand are in mﬂiﬂly think

the same forin with the resolulions presented

day.

ﬁr. MASON. The pathof the southern States upon
this question is now straght before us. It Ras been
marked out hiwn State which I have the honor o rep-
resent in jart here, and what she has declared has been
respondel to, to the fullest extent, by ail or nearly all of
the whole southern people. | say, sit, her path is marked
out, straght and direet.  And I should regret exceedingly
il that path should be obstructed in the slightest degree
by any collsteral and unum-?r isaues.

I agres entirely with what fell {rom (he honorable sena.
tor from South na, [Mr. Buries,] who sits before
e, that these resclutions should be printed. And 1 ap-
P d, with all possibl which | entertain for
my colleague over the way, [Mr. x]—yes, sir, |
call the senator from Georzia y colleague, on this ques-
tion, at least—that the objection which he has inade savors
somew at of special pleading.

Sir,at the last , the offered by the
senator from New York, who is now here no longer,
[Mr. Dix,] reflecting in terms even more severe—

A Sexaron, (in lis seat.) Oa! no.

Mr. MASON. lam willing 10 be corrected. Aceord-
ing to m; recollection, those resolutions—equally severe,
if not more so0, and of the same character—were ordered
1o be printed.

I entertaned the opimion then, and declared it here, |
that it was doe to that State, as a sovereign State of this
Union, that lher should be priuted. What isthe usage of

the Senate ? If | remember right, ithas been the u du-
ring muay years, that whatever opinions might be ex-
d inr futi d here e

and whatever objections there might be to them, yet
when they were they were received and pri ad

"MORNING, JANUARY 9, 1850,

this | Prentiss moved that they be

| year and nays were

out of vegard to
esolutions sent here by
0. consult the records, si

) to-morrow, sir—on the
: iss of Vermont introduced
the resolutions of that State, instructing her senators and
requesting her representatives to use their efforts to
revent the annexation of Texas, 1o procure the abo.
tion of the slave trade and of slavery in the Distriet of
Columbia, and to defend their rignt of petition, Mr
0l laid apon the tuble and
mﬂﬂt A division was called for by Mr, Faster, and
question of lagjng upon the lable was

:
;
!
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=
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aficastive, The quasion tecwri e e 5
ve. int
the resolutions, a metion :mﬁ:’ffu. l.ml: in .

the motion 10 print should be laid upon the 1 The

aod record is very in-
stractive—pasticularly if you read the Eﬁuﬁl !
and then read the 'znm a‘la;hm in m n'l;!::.hnl
not appesr e yeas and nays : were
29 yeas, n_r..m‘cmlj' 5 #; 80 that, in that instance,
the resolutions of one of the “sovereignties”—I believe
that is the name they call them now, sir—of one of the
“sovereignties” of this confederacy were laid upor the
table hy u vote in the Senate of 20 to 8.

With that exception of the 0th of Jannary, 1539, up to
this time, | believe the practice lins been, as stated by the
senalor from Alabama, [Mr. King,] to print the resolu-
tions. lutions coming from southern States, vasily
mare offensive to gentlemen who differ from them than
those coming from the free States are, have been received
and printed without any objection. At ihe same time, it
appears by the record that eleven years ago to-morrow—I|
wish this bad been put off another day, sir, so that we
might have the even year lor it—thia resolution was laid
upon the table, and the printing was refused.  Now, sir,
['am no representative of Vermont—and oe 1a vastly
better represented here would be if rep.
resented by some others—and | do not know that
there is anything peculiar in the resolutions she
E::ml:’; bn]l it seemns to bl:“l ml|ar u}incidém:;

only exception lo general practice of t

Senate should have been in the case of rhal State, and
that now it is desired that it shall be repeated. | eimply
wish, as a matter of history, to make this statement, and
to state the result of calling the yeas and nays, so that
those who object to the printing of these resolutions may
see (hat they stand upon the record with a precedent be-
fore them,

A Sgxaton. And a precedent exactly in point.

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir,a precedent emtlw Euinl. he-
cause it is a Vermont case. In rd 1o w as fallen
from the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Masox,] allow me
10 say that, for one, I do not see any great occasion for
£x t upon this subj

A Sexator. Please to read the yeas and nays.

M;.’ HALE read the names from the journal, and re-
sumed :

In to these resolutions, sir, as [ was about to
remark, 1 think they are very harmless things after all,

The true state of the fact, sir, is this: There has been a
small band of fanatics at the North a good while ; and
they have made so much noise that the people begin to
they are more numerous than they are. The whig
party and the democralic party have already begun 1o
think they are of some conseguence; and the Tesult is,
that they huve staried n the game ol resolutions,
for their especial benefit. The whig party passes a set of
resolutions, and then the democratic party passes a set of
resolutions—they had 1o come 1o il at lasi—because, sir,
fanatics have votes there as well as other folks. [ Langhier.]
So the whigs and democrats both sel to work with their
resolutions io catch the fanatics ; and these resolutions are
intended for home use aliogeiher, [renewed l_lnxhwru;‘{
and that explains the reason why tiey are not iusirae

10 be presented here, because they are not intended 1o be
presented hece—they are {or liome use only. The whigs
call the democmis pro-siavery, and then the demoerals
turn round and call the whigs pro-alnez; and they ean
each point 1o the record, and show that they have passed
the most stringent resolutions that eouhl’ possibly be
lwrgtua. Ru;llumu! Wlls..‘:lr. there have m Tesno-
utions enough passed agajnst slayery—passed u these
circumstances—1o mm winding sheet for every slave

you #ift it to the boltom, you will find that there is very
little resplution in any of their ** resolutions.”
Excitement! If there has been m:i“ﬂMl created
by these resolutions, [ can assure the senator thal they
do not mean anyihing, They are the most barmless
things in the world. They are simply intended 1p be
used about election time—io be used on great occasions
When favorite candidates are to be in, or others

way we happen to get these gesolutions from Vermont gt
the t ume; lor the legislature of Vermont will
have to hil a vacancy in the United States Senate at their
next session. They will be obliged ather 1o re.elect

Sucl [ believe is the usage, and such | believe is the
rule of the Senate. All comumuaications made w this
body siiousd be couched in respectiul terins. But | hald
that here, where the States are eonvented, the States |
themsel ves are 1o be the judges of their own condact and
their own language, and that there should be an eatre

this gentl W lern soon expires, or lo eiecl
some other one in bis place. And it is very convenient,
sir, at such tines, 1o show good resoluilons. [Greal
laugliter.] And so iLis in llllgnnSmu. And really
seams 10 me that, in this point of view, they are very

exempuon lo them [rom rales go

ing our
with private persons. Wy, sir, if the Swate of Ver-
of New York, or any other Siate, deems it

a body where the Siales are represented, Jet them do
#0; let it go down to history, and let history record it. It
i We may correct it

but we t et it in States. [ say,

mnud, and should go down to posterity and to history.
them lake the responsibility of their own acts.
I understand that in the resolutions offered by the sena-

- | wred language which thew have used on this occasion ; nor

can | be templed 1o enter into this discussion by the broad
leclaration ol thie ‘who has just taken his seat—
somewhat qualified, indeed, by his mndndi:f remarks
that the opinions ex the legislature of Vermont
and reiteraied by him, are the opinions of the civilized
world ; that we, tharefore, among whom these instilu.
tions exiat, are beyond the 1!"]' of the civilized world
which is recognised by the senator from Vermont,
Neither ean | accord perfectly with my friend from South
Caralina, [Mr. Beriee,] in the wa expressed by
him. | eainot ba tempted 1o enter into the disenssion of
this question upon ;‘hm w{llkutl l'.'ﬂlﬂ\; but 1 Iouﬁ
my tion to the prioting of this paper u u

ground that it is oos with whi:hpl.ha Sep:l.nu ol
the United States has nothing to do. 1t is not
addressed 1o the Senate of the Upited States, The
senator from Veinont discusses the question, what
it is that the legislatare of that Siate have ask-
od the Congress of the United States 10 do. Sir, by

| this resolution, they have asked nothing of the

of the United States; and these gentlemen have taken
rum their pockets private instructions addressed to them
as senators, and 1o (heir associates in the ather House,
and bave laid them apon the table of the Seaate. They
were niot aven called upon by the resolutions to communi-
cate them to the Senate. [tis an aci of supererogation—
an act which they were not required 1o perform_ And are
we, 8ir, to look into the private iastructions of Vermont
1o her senators, and pubilish thew to the American people ?
For one, | cannot consent to do it
Again, [ wn not influenced by the considerations al-
dressed by my (riend from South Carolina—the desire to
make known to the southern e what ia the feeling
of the North upon this uhj\-crnérr. that feeling is per-
feeily understood, so far as it s exp the acts of
legistative bodies. [ believe the South understand that
well, e can be no reason for departing from our
usyal eourse; 1o print instructions pnnnud?; oor legis-
latares to their senalora, for the purpose of getiing at such
information. Why, mir, il the instructions given by
tmwm'ﬂ&” tors for their gai age
1o he taken up by the Senate of the Wnited States and
published, where is the limit?  All communications which
may be made 1o those gutlmn, which they think prop-
umnmhm nate of the United States, from
lluirm:painkg ures or the official aathorities of
their States, will be entitled 1o be pablishel. W ver
the legislature of Vermont chooses 1o address the Con
gress or the Senale of the United States, the sentiments
which they express, whether they ascord with mine or
not, phal]‘ receive the ﬂmwouw -
anating (rom a sovereign are to re-
Instruciions

On motion by Mr. BELL,

thin they
received and print-

tor trom Vermont, an lnsilution now existing in a lange
namber of the Swates of this confederacy is

as a crime—a cnme! Very well. [l the Sate of Ver-
mont deems it respectful to hersell to use that lan-
gnage with regard 1o any institution of her sister States,
it ﬁ.« not become us 1o rebuke her for it. [ desire,
sir, that they may be printed. | desire that il that
great issue is forced upon us—that issue which all
patriots and lovers of the Union should avoid—that it
may be known o histoiy what led to it, and ander what
cireumstances it was tendered. [ desire that it may be
shown upon the records of the Senate thar this institation —
dowestic, puraly domestic—for which the States alone
are responsible, has been spoken of by sister States as a
erimp. 1 desire farther, with the sesator from South
Carolina, [Mr. Buriea,] that it shall go among our own
people, and that when thut day comes —if come it shoul |—
it may appear upon the vecord that such vituperative
Janguage has been heaped upon us day afer day, not by
fanntics only, but, [ regrel to say, by sovercign States
upon this floor.

I did not design to have oeeupied the time of the Sen-
ate upon this occasion, and regret that | have beea be-
trayed thus far; bat the 1opic is exeitng. The hoaorable
senutor from Vermont has spoken of resolutions intro-
daced here from the Swmte of Virginia. He is correct in
regand 1 their character. 11 | recollect aright, they were
not midressed 1o the Senate, but to their senators. We
thought it our duty, upon receiving them, ns the senator
thought it his, and I think rightly, o present them 1o the
Semate.

The senator says that in these resolutions there was a
threat of dissolution of the Union. [ disclaim it. There
was no threal—none. There was o DETRAMINED PUR-
rosx—a RESOLVE by the State of Virginia 10 protect her
honor and her institntions against all aggression, from
any quarter. There were no threats —nooe whatever,
Virginia stands i a posiion that will nol permit it
hreats !—to whom ! o those with whom she 18 naso-
emted in this Union! Why, sir, threats are made by
braggans in the streets! 1t belongs to that class to uiter

10 independent States; and | assure that
seaator, and all who hear me, that if the lnw ulm-n.
which is called for by the resolutions just sabmitted, the
determination of Virginia will be made good, in ber own
hnrlll. “ut every haeard, and to the (ast extremity.”
If it leads to a dissolaton of the Union, I would subait

it to s 8ir, of 1o any man who knows what it

in to be a freeman, who would hesitate for ooe instant~
ot 1o lim between a disso.

fedetmiE e’
L] | L
mion and |

itlations Srates ; we elaim
] o b i i g

and every slavebolder in the Union. Yel, after all, if | what 1 said, that I

defeated, then they arz of some use. And that isthe | i

G- POSTMASTERS ae authorised 10 act 80 our agents ; and, by
sending us rive DAILY subseribors, with §50 o s
SEMI-WEEKLY sulwcyib with g oF Five
b ) with §l0 d, wili be entitied w0 one copy of the
saine cdition as Uy (urnish us subsc, Lo for, graté, :

marked out is, that Congress shall
system—| ﬂo.:m iin?o use {
ress is 1o be dr

, o Shim e B
offensi hen we insist that A e
Fitories shall rest opon 1he. WIbASeY et o

gress ? s *
Now, sir, | bave heard a great deal o a

fanaticism, but | have never supposed m:

with it. I have thought 0 my X

and | hope and trust that m not be .

stood - f

e table.

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were A

and | . w AR
Mr. YULEE. Mr. Presideny, T would ask indul-
gence of the Senate 10 eorrect a mi

the position 1 have taken. | desire 1o say that [ have
not objected to the printing of this resolution
referred to the subject ofﬁanry. 1 mdnl,hlf

ng rrﬂmsed 1o introduce a discussion of the 1
avoided a single word which might lead 1o dis L1
ohject to the printing for the resson that it is an set of
courtesy alone that we are called upon to print s

and for one, as the representative of the Siate of Flori-
da, 1 will not agree to exiend to the Stute of vmg
act of extra eourtesy like this when she comes into
Senate with language of opprobrium, whether upon slave-
ry or any other subject. [t is sufficient for me that the
ianguage is 1hat of ill-breeding and insult, to determine
me to deny this courtesy to her. -ﬂm

have received these resolutions, and placed them upon
record in the journul of the Sennte ; but to print them for
the use of the Senate is an extra aet of courtesy to which
I will not consent,

Mr. BUTLER desired the senator from Texas to with-
draw the motion to lay on the table for a moment.

Mr, RUSK signified his readiness so to do.

The VICE PHRESIDENT. The seantor cannot with-

=
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draw the motion, the yeas and na been ordered.
Mr. BUTLER expressed the hope he might be
allowed to make an explapation.

Mr. HALE also desired 1o occupy the attention of the
nale, for & moment only.
Mr. RUSK. My only object in making the motion was
to stop all debate on the subject.
Mr. HALE. I you will not extend to me that ;
t!_u:lm extended 1o the senator on the other side,
sit down.
Mr. RUSK. It will be for no practical
opinion, My only object was to all ;

Mr. BUTLER." Certainly, T must be allowed to recon-
cile my vote with what [ have said. I shall vota to
this motion upon the table, soas to take it up to-mor-

row, and not todeiuliupm& I am not to

in this kind of trap—to be | into a contradiction.
ua,'m and nlfx being then called, there were 11

yeas, 46 nays, as follows, viz : )

YEAS—Messts. Berrien, Calhonn, Davis of

mwﬂ. Datﬁns. Hounsion, Husk, ‘Bnul&, hm:

and Yuolse—Il.

NAVS—Messrs Atchison, Badger, Baldwin,

wn, Bordend, Bradbury, Bright, tader,

Ciny, Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Uavis of

Dayton, Diokinsoo, of lowa, l)dﬂnf'

Loaglas, Faien, Fooe, Ureens, Hale, Hamlin, wer,

Jones, Maogum, Mason, Miller, Morton, 3

Puelps, Sebastuan, Seward, Shieids, Smith, '

Swargeon, Underword, Upham, Wales, Walker, nnd

uomh-ﬁld. =

.il-r_

{

f

I will now say what I o
a few moments since ; but will first state, tha: 1 am
that the senator from Vermont [Mr. Pruevrs) admits thy
I am correet, 50 far as he mﬁﬁcﬁ; my
views with regard (o the geiting ap ol these re ms,
| wish that some one who has an equal right (o sp
tie other great party—the Sout ald be ns candid,
and swmte whether or not | have as truly represented the
stale of the case in their party,

But, sir, if [ was understood to say, or to intimate from

” believed that Kreat

and growing sentiment of dissatsfaction at the North
the overshadowing iniluence
southern slavery has had,and does Iur:gd
ens stll W have, upon lhe I
uy, | was undersiood to intimate & thing
not believe; because, sir, there s sach a sentiment,
and it is useless to veny it.  There is, sir, in the
States, so {ar as| kuow anything of it, a

g

And, sir, they will hold, so far as they can, and so
they may, to a rigid accoun t‘i;ul .
:La , eiihier in this House or in the othet, /
free States, whe undertake to n:nm
floor, or upon the floor of the other House, the
sentiments of the p«*h of the free States upon.
subject of slavery, Tuat feeling, sir, it is
for me o ?’, is exceedi misanderstood
e at

&

b

i

ed this subjeet with any other feeling thun the
eeling of a ion. Woald to God the disenssion
might be tesminated to-day lorever. But it cannot be
The agitation and excitement in every part of the couniry
forbid us to be silent. And, sir, let me remark on this
occasion, that | was very much gratified to find that
h bk from Virginin met this sud.
jeet in so forbearing a manner. To be sure, he int.
muted that the course of Virginia was marked oul—
that his own State would adhere 1o her determi.
nation, Well, sir, il the determination of Virgmia
is merely to regulate her own affuirs and her own
concerns, r:wm her own rights and honor, she is right
Let her adbers 10 that determination.  For one, [ dis-
im altogether any pretension to interfere with the do.
mestic arrasgements of Virginim. [ coneede to that Siate

harmiess affairs ; and senators may wait some time unul | resented when the hour of action
these fanatics get 10 be more numerous than it is appre- | the exigency of the case demands it—it will be found that
bended they are, belore these resolutions will do any |there is in the feelings of the people a deep. wonti-
great harnn oat of their inmediate neighborhood. [ do { ment apon the subject, that will hold 1o & most rigid se-
not say these things 1o disy the expression of the bility any northern man that falters in the
sentiment and will; but thisgreal confederacy, | ation of that feeling, or in its snstentation upon the floor
nnd the whole world, are waiting—waiting very anxious- | of Congreas. N
ly—t0 know what we are aboot; and it is certainly very | Mr, CALHOUN, [ rise simply to explain my vols
esirable that they should know the true state of the case | upon the motion to lay upon the tih the motion 1o print
Mr. PHELPS. [am very moch gratified to find that | these resointions. | did it solely in Mg]h' sen-
this snbject is met in this almi per. Theh ble | ator who has the floor upon the question
senator jrom New Hampahire is not far from the trath | vesterday. It has been usual, when the hour of
in the remarks he has made: and his peculiar modesty | ment arnves, for the senator who may bave the
forbade his remarking that some of the senator’s speeches | floor 1o yield to the motion to adjourn, The assurance
have been made for the same pu as these resolu. | that he shnll have the foor upon the lollowing day ; snd
tons 1o which he has referrad. The senator from New || know that it is always unpleassat for a sensior who
Hampshire has recently, | believe, had the honor of pre. | has thus obtuned the and expecis to address the
sentiog himself as the advocate of free-soilism in Ver- | Sennte 1o have the debate procrastinated. 1 shall there-
mont; and, sir, as he has just made the tour of that State, | fore oppose further debate upon this, until that other mat-
il is not to be wondered at that these resolutions should | ter has been disposed of.
have come immediately after him, But my object in [ Mr. President, | intended to sy not a word upon this
rising is not to trfle with the Senate. [ havs never ap. | subject; but as [ am up, I feel it due to myself and 1o the

occasion 1o express my simple sentiment upon this
ter. | have long hbmu:mthuh' fally:
preks the encroachment of the North. At
mencement | saw where it would end and
and I despair of ever seeing it arrested in G
will go 1o its end; for gentlemen have 4
to the current of the North, which they admit her
they cannot resist.  Sir, what the South will do, is not
for me 1o say. They will meet it, in my opinion, as it
ought to be met, L ;
{r. BORLAND. 1 have not heretofore, sir, said one
wond wpon this exciting sabject ;"nor s il purpose o
enter into a discussion of 1t at this time. wir,
| shall be called upon to give my voie upon the printing
these resolations, | desize to say a very few words in
planation thereof. | shall vote against the

lutions, sir, because the language of the

r!'.!'

what [ claim for my own. I she ch to sustain thie
institution, asd my own Stale rejects it, we stand upon
equal footing : and it is not the busimess of any Ste of
this Union 10 interfere with our choice.

Sir, thers has been a mistake npon this subject. ‘It has
been ntimated that the ‘of the North desite to
interfere with the domestie relations of their sister States
There is no sueh disposition pervading the mass of the
people. 1 know we have fanaticism and foily ; bat | do
not know of a senator on this floor who couid disclaim
that there were fanaticism and folly at home. My object
in rising now is—to use a trite phrase—to denne
my own position; and, in i, I believe |
ghadl be defining that of a vast majority of our peo-

We'laim no aathority, no right, 1o interfere in
the domestic arrangements of any State of this Union
his should be MM;I‘( understond by onr friends
Virginia and South Caroflina may maintain their own in
stitations. We elaim no right 1o interfere. So far, | trust
the 4 ie watiafuctory. But, sir, the line of dis.
timction, the distinction which we make, is 8 Very ﬁ:‘
tieal one. Where possass the power of local
legislation, they must exercise that power in obedience

1 their own judgment; and if, with respeet to the Terri-
;r'w-:':h it m:n-:o ;"nlllhil the iatroduction of
slavery, if the sense

have the to do =0 &
of Congress should hg:m,nl the exercise of tha
power, that power will be mainttined, Well, whnt w
our conclusion ?  We elaim no right to interfers with 1

ﬁ':n 1o the senators 1o them, and | |
0.

Mr. UPHAM. 1 no disposition sir, to
hig Glonsaion, od q:ou-. " letaduced he |
resolutions, that such a mui-ln-w

opprobrous and insuitisg 1o & large porlion

of this Union, and to the State which | w

With the senalor from Florids, sir, | h! am
bound 1o withhold anything like mm
alone it would be for e resolulions 10 be am

nd thliold anything like courtesy in return for
:;‘w::h:?uglmnd“m«n“- - not choose, sir, 1o reerimi.
nate—io throw back their um in like terms; for
wons coull meet such terms as have been thrown by the

Jegialatare of Vermont upon the institution of the

ity which nisen this insti
he mwmwhhhhm”_
- | 10 be +‘a sore evil upon

i waich | reside.  Yet, sir, [ feel justified in withhold-

wng from them anything like courtesy, th may not
choose 10 ineet thgir opprobrium in the same
he wl * language which has been held by the .
lurg o ermont.

e age of this resolution is at least opprobrious
m its terms It declares the that | in

part to be eriminals—not lab under error, not 80
iortunae as 10 be mistaken, but m-u.mm::; ar
the s

of the eivilized world.” Yes, mr, reading us not
o the Uniiua—tor it amot:mg H;u;t. g : ins .
ot reading us out of the pais livation ; ¢
as fo Iu:uiminnl that we are not fit associat-s
ed men. Not only have we
we are standing here as the

Mr. RUSK moved that the motion t priat be Liid upon

&)

i

So the motion to lay upon the table was decided in the




